T.criTigflfaaims: 



1. (cancelled) 

2. (CTurenuyam -.Hnanfa network communications line, a fiberoptic 
niedimn is one selected from the group consisting of a networlc comm 

line, and a telephone line, 
line, and a telephone line. 



4. 



(cuixently amended) A method for . ntility pr^vidrr tn process Infonn.ttpn relating to 

receivinIautiUty^8fe^ee«^fr°'°^^'°-^^ 
. ..... ..... Of t- — ■ ----- -^-^--n the ntilfty reading is received 

. fi,.t remote """"^ ^ first transmission medium^ 

^u.clhodfurthorin<^receiviBg address information associated with a location 

ofthesmaitmeteri 

.n,o«nt ^''^ "tUitv rondfn, therein the amount ^ 

HPtermined ttsinf ♦'■^ received utility reading", and 

..Ittir r - ' — ""'"^^ "^^^ determimn, the anaoun t. 

„ H.^n, tran — ^ ^-^ ''■^""■i '"e'^'ntr Inr.tinn .cross . second transmissioB 

■^..^ ^....^ the a.T-n.r.d to effect . payment of the amount 

bv the customer . 

5. (original)Ameaiodasredtedinclaim4furthcrindudingreceivingamn^ 
code being arranged to identify the units associated with the utility reading. 

6 (cmrentlyamended)AmethodasreoitedinclaimM*hereintransmittingtheamoun^ 
the second remote location across a second transmission medium includes transmitting the 
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3.ountac.ossa^obalteleco^^cadonsnetwo:^^eslobal.leco^unic^^^ 
being arranged to perfonn clearance and setUement transacuons. 

7 (originaOAmethodasrodtedinclaimeftoherincludinggenexatm^ 
Lg.!erun.wh«ein.ans«it^.^ea.o^tto.hesecond.e.oteloca.onmclude^ 

^nsmitting the credit message to the second remote location. 

8 (original)Amethodasredtedinclaim6furthermcludinggenerati^^ 
!3ingtl!ear^t.wherein«nsmit^g^can.o^tto^esecondremoteloca.onmclud^ 

ttansmittmg the debit message to the second remote locaUon. 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (cancelled) 

U. (cu:reatlyamcnded)AmethodasrecitedinclaimWHwhereinthetransmission 
aiedium is one of a network communications line and a telephone line. 

12 (curxenayamended)Amcthodasredtedinclaim«H-hereinelectro^^^ 
the reading from the utiUtymeter includes dectronicaUy reading the readme 

meter. 

13 (c„rrcntlyamended)AmethodasredtedinclaimW14furtherinclud^^ 
utiUtymeter. wherein configuring theutihtymeterindudcs entering oneofacreditacco^^ 

number and a debit account number into the utiUty meter. 

14 (currently amended) A method a^4^eite<M.MW« for providing infonnation 
^ , , „,„^ informati,,., lirinrrro^i^ed fr.m a utility meter to a 
p,.,oe.{nf roi^ tPr assoda t -H ^ the ntilitv. comprising: 

i-rfirative of tt l" 

^ .^. ^ . ntilitv messa r - "^"♦^ ""^^^^^^ '"^'""^^"^ ^^'^^g'^ 
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wherein generating the utiUty message includes: 

cLingafixst message Md, the firstmessageMdincludingtheutU^ty^^^ 

creatingasecond messagefield. the second message field including oneofa 

credit account number and a debit account amnber, and 

creatingathirdmessagefield.thethirdmessagefieldincludmgmformat.on 

associated with a unit of measure for the utility reading. 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (cancelled) 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (cancelled) 



19. (cancelled) 

20, (previouslyamended)AsystemforproccssingautiHtyusagetransaction.thes^ 



comprising: 

a utility meter, the utility mettx 1 
a processing center ananged to receive t 

mechanism, the processing center i 



r being arranged to generate a measure of usage of a utility, 
: the measure of the utility from the utiUty metering 
- further being arranged to effect a credit transaction or a debit 
^on associated withthemeasureoftheudlity.wherebysaidutiUty usage transaction is 

processed automatically; and 

a communication device arranged to transmit the measure of usage to the processmg 

center. 



21 - 28 (canceled) 
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29. (currently amended) A method as xedted in claim M wherein the utility is electricity, 
water or gas. 

30. (curre.tly=«.euded)Amethodasredtedir.clam>«HwhereintheutiUtyisele^^^^^ 

water or gas. 



31, (canceled) 

32 . (previously added) A method as recited 
water or gas. 



claim 20 wherein the utility is electricity, 
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